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Trends in Population Growth 

• Trends show that initially growth of population was very slow but after the 
improvement in Science and Technology, there had been tremendous growth in 
population which is called population explosion. 

• About 8000 to 12000 years ago world population was 8 million and now it has 
reached to 7 billion. 

• In every 12 years, 1 billion people are added. Increased agriculture and industrial 
production, inoculation against epidemics, improvement in medical facilities 
have reduced death rates. 

Doubling Time of World Population 

• Developed countries are taking more time to double their population as 
compared to developing countries. 

• Oman, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Liberia, Yemen have high population growth rates 
while Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Germany, etc have low growth rates. 

Spatial Pattern of Population Change 

• The world population growth rate is 1.4%, it is highest in Africa i.e. 2.6% and 
lowest in Europe i.e. 0.0% means neither grow nor decline. 

• So even when a small annual rate is applied to very large population, it will lead 
to a large population change. There is negative correlation between economic 
development and population growth. 

Impact of Population Change 

High increase in population leads to problems like depletion of natural resources, 
unemployment and scarcity. Decline in population indicates that resources are 
insufficient to maintain a population. 

Demographic Transition Theory 

This theory studies the changes in the population of a region as it moves from high 
births and high deaths to low births and low deaths. This happens when a society 



progresses from rural agrarian and illiterate to urban, industrial and literate. 
There are three-staged model of Demographic Transition Theory.  
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